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15 MAR 77 REPEATED FOR YOUR INFO 

QTE 

CONFIDENTIAL UDORN 0057 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, TH, LA 

SUBJECT: RELEASED THAI DETAINEES REPORT SIGHTING OF U.S. 

PRISONER 

REF: A. STATE 054237 B. VIENTIANE 049 1 

1 . IN AN INTERVIEW WITH CONREP MARCH 9 IN NON KHAI PROVINCIAL 
CAPITAL POLICE STATION, ONE OF ELEVEN THAI NATIONALS RELEASED 
FROM DETENTION IN LAOS MARCH 7, MR. CHAI HANCHANA, CLAIMED THAT 
HE SAW AN AMERICAN NEGRO PRISONER DURING HIS CONFINEMENT IN 
SAM KHE PRISON, LOCATED OUTSIDE OF VIENTIANE. 
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2. MR. CHAI SAID THAT ABOUT A MONTH AFTER HIS ARREST AND 
INCARCERATION IN SAM KHE PRISON IN AUGUST, 1975, HE SAN AN 
AMERICAN NEGRO, CLAD ONLY IN UNDERWEAR AND BOUND WITH ELECTRICAL 
CORD BEING CARRIED INTO SAM KHE ON A STRETCHER. THE 

AMERICAN APPEARED TO HAVE UNDERGONE A BEATING, ACCORDING TO 

MR. CHAI. HE ADDED THAT, ACCORDING TO A LAO PRISONER THE 

AMERICAN WAS BROUGHT TO SAM KHE FROM COMBINED POLICE HEADQUARTERS AT 
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NANG GUANG IN VIENTIANE WHERE HE HAD BEEN DETAINED ON 
SUSPICION OF BEING A CIA AGENT. THIS SAME SOURCE SAID 
AMERICAN USED TO BE SEEN FREQUENTLY RIDING AROUND VIENTIANE 
ON A MOTORE-BIKE. 

3. MR. CHAI SAID THAT AMERICAN WAS AT SAM KHE FOR ABOUT 5 MONTHS 
AND THEN APPARENTLY TRANSFERRED TO ANOTHER LOCATION. HOWEVER, 
PATHET LAO (PL) GUARD TOLD MR. CHAI THAT AMERICAN WAS NOT 
TRANSFERRED BUT RELEASED. 

4. A SECOND THAI NATIONAL AMONG RELEASED DETAINEES, MR. EE 
KANTHA, TOLD CONREP MARCH 10 DURING INTERVIEW NONG CYEI 
RESTAURANT THAT HE ALSO HAD SEEN AN AMERICAN NEGRO PRISONER 
IN SAM KHE IN LATE 1975. ACCORDING TO ME. EE (AMERICAN 
APPEARED TO BE ABOUT 30 YEARS OLD, SUFFERING FROM PHYSICAL 
MISTREATMENT, AND WAS AT SAM KHE FOR ABOUT 5 MONTHS. 

MR. EE SAID PL GUARD TOLD HIM AFTER AMERICAN’S DEPARTURE 
FROM PRISON THAT LATTER HAD BEEN RELEASED AND PICKED UP BY 
U.S. AMBASSADOR. 

5. CONREP INTERVIEWED TWO OTHER THAI DETAINEES WHO HAD BEEN HELD 
IN SAM KHE SINCE SPRING OF 1976 BUT THEY REPORTED TO HAVE NO 
KNOWLEDGE OF ANY AMERICAN PRISONER. 

6. GIVEN POST'S PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE IN FOLLOWING UP ALLEGED 
SIGHTINGS OF U.S. PRISONERS IN LAOS, WE HAVE BECOME QUITE 
SKEPTICAL OF SUCH REPORTS. NONETHELESS, WE BRING THESE LATEST 
REPORTED SIGHTINGS TO MISSION S ATTENTION FOR WHATEVER ACTION YOU 
DEEM APPROPRIATE. FACT THAT INFORMATION CAME FROM TWO 
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DIFFERENT SOURCES, INTERVIEWED SEPARATELY IN DIFFERENT LOCATIONS 
SUGGESTS IT MAY HAVE SOME POSSIBLE SUBSTANCE BUT WE REMAIN DOUBTFUL. 
ACCORDING TO NONG KHAI POLICE, THAI DETAINEES SHOULD BE IN NONG KHAI 
AREA FOR ANOTHER WEEK. FINNEY UNQTE 
WHITEHOUSE 
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